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| have dways consdered it an honor
to be a member of the evaluator
cadreat aFEMA test, but never more
so0 than the evaluation conducted

March 17 - 18 in Istanbul, Turkey,
under FEMA Type Il guiddines.

Pat Hawn, Teresa MacPherson and
| were privileged to see the
accomplishments of dog and handler
teamsthat have overcome seemingly
impossible odds in a few short
months. All but one of the testing
teams began training at the SCC
school sponsored by International
Emergency Response K9 in Istanbul
in early September 2000. Ingtructors
were Pat Hawn, Hakan Kaynaraglu,

LaFond and Keith Davis.

Seven teams tested; five passed. Two
were Istanbul police officers with
German Shepherd patrol dogs. Hercul
(Hercules) cameto the school knowing
how to bite but not bark. The second
police handler did not have a dog a
the schooal.

Oneteamwasamember of the AKUT,
Turkey’ svolunteer SAR group. Cengiz
and Jenny, his German Shepherd, had
been training since March 2000.
However, Jenny was hit by a car five
weeks before the test and suffered
severe back injuries.

Continued on page 2
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Be Careful What You
Ask For...

Submitted by: Elaine Sawtell

At arecent training in Springfied, |
asked Sue McDanid and Vince
Ramerizto bring didractionsfor the
rubble pile for Ditto, something to
chdlenge her.

Vince brought apair of dirty socks
and a piece of bread.

Suebrought asmelly horseblanket,
three kinds of anima poop, alive
chicken, a live rabbit and a lamb.
Wetied“Lamb Chop” intherubble
pile and he dso provided a noise

digtraction.
The Moral: |fﬁ*"i\€ﬁ
-

you ask Suefor Ly
an eephant, you ° - J
better have a place -7+

to keepit!! |

- ISU Exercise

= lowa State University in
= Ames, lowa will be
a demolishing adorm buildingin
= May. NE-TF1 has been
= informed that asearch exercise
= will be held on May 19 and
= thet canine teams are invited
"to attend on your own.
= Contact Steve Dolezal at
= Station 14, 441-8494, for

= moreinformation. |
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Mail your training logsto:
Sandy Yost
1801 “Q" Street
Lincoln, NE 68508
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Two were Ankara firefighters.
Osman’'s Doberman, Alex, came to
the school with no bark.

Then there was Liz, a small Pointer
mix, maybe 18 inches tal, rescued
from the sreets of Ankara by her
firefighter partner, Teoman. At the
school she was skinny and shy and
hid between her handler's legs. At
the test she performed al dements
confidently and searched with
intengty and effidency, finishing the
rubble portion in Sx minutes.

Some things that stand out:

» Test nerves are universal. The
language barrier could not disguise
the sweaty palms and nervous
questions of handlers.

* Thedl-maeDobermanwho pulled
hishandler everywhereto check and
cover every blade of grass but was
a perfect gentleman when Teresa
returned him to Osman on the
aggression test and who completed
therubble portion of thetestin 3- Y2
minutes

» Thebark dert. All Sx teamswho
passed the dert barre did so with
focus and commitment to the victim
— not even looking back when the
30 seconds was completed and

Placmg abarrel inthepile. AII V|ct|ms
were put in barrels because of the
instability of the pile.

Turkish press interviewing Evaluator Pat
Hawn with Liz, the street dog, not search
dog, after the test.

handlers let out ear-splitting YEE-
HAAAs (sounding vaguely like Keith
David with a Turkish twang.)

* The old women in scarves and long
coats who stopped to watch the bark
dert dements and began cheering and
clapping for each successful dog when
they figured out the sequence.

» The confidence and teamwork with

which each dog completed the agility;
but, in particular, Jenny, the German
Shepherd still recovering from her
injuries, lacking muscle tone but
overflowing with hear, who pulled
hersdf up the ladder.

* Thedirection and control. When has
the course been set up in a structure

constructed 700 years ago, in the
Byzantine period? Walls of layered
rock “seven humans high” surrounded

what isnow asoccer fidd but was once

used to house € ephants.

None of the dogs had practiced or
trained here. Six teams successfully
completed the course in well under the
three-minute limit. Some got confused

and went off course. But what stands

out most was the atention they gave
their handlers, not running perfect
robotic patterns but confidently

working through any confusion and
following handler directions. Every
dog flew top speed off of second
base and did a true emergency stop
at pitcher’s mound.

* Then there was the redism of the
rubble. A shoe factory, which hed
once been the livelihood of loca
resdents in a busy neighborhood of
shops and high-rise gpartments, now
became a place to test dog and
handler in saving lives. No gdable
rubble pile here where the teams had
trained and practiced countlesstimes;
this building was brought down on
Friday. The AKUT heavy equipment
operators, safety officers, dong with
IC Hakan and the evauator cadre,
worked until 10 p.m. Friday night to
dabilize the dangerous and difficult
pile and find safe victim locations

* The victims. On Saturday they
stayed five hours buried in barrels
under concrete — five hours. We
talked to one the next day. Through
atrandator, hetold us of working 15
days at the epicenter of the Izmet
quake, of seeing what the people
trapped were feding. As he lay in
the barrel he re-lived the quake and
thefear. He could have radioed and
gotten out. But he stayed because,
in hiswords, heknew the seriousness

Continued on page 3

Uncoveri ng one of thevicti mé after the
test on Sunday.
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of the task the dogs and handlers were asked to perform and knew that what he was experiencing would make him ared
victim for the dogs.

* The teamwork of each handler letting his dog do the search work and initiate the dert, the care given by each handler
after afind and before restarting, the pure joy after the second dert and pinpoint.

The Istanbul police handler who wept inconsolably, convinced that his poor search strategy kept his dog from finding the
second victim on Saturday.

One day one each team was brought to the rubble sitein a AKUT pickup truck with Sren blaring.  The legendary Turkish
traffic never dackened, shopkeepers went about their business, neighborhood res dents gathered on the street to watch or
hung out gpartment windows. Children cdled and whistled to the dogs, often yeling the dog' s name over and over once
they heard the handler say it. And, of course, the ever-present street dogs barked &t the intruders.

The test area was approximately 45 by 50 yards (yards, not feet), and the

victims were widdy placed. Scenting conditions turned out to be difficult.
Although each victim was found and derts made, no team found both victims,
Someteamslearned hard lessonsin search strategy. Thetest was called because
of darkness Sx minutesinto the last team’ stem.

Day two, new holes were created, new safety factors dedlt with. Because of
the solid performance by dl sx teamsin dementsonethrough four ontheprevious
day and because of the unique, redistic rubble setting, the evaluators decided to
conduct only the rubble portion, as permitted in the FEMA standard.

Handlers and evauators held hands in a circle and prayed for God's blessing
and care.

five of the testing teams found and derted on both victimsin time ranging from 3
-1/2 to 12 minutes. The dogs were consstent in their victim loydty . They
covered the pile, somehow hearing their handler’ s voice amidst the confusion.
The derts were strong, none precipitated by the handler.

Livinginthememory of 40,000 logt livesand the ever present quakethreat must
impart a seriousness to the task to both dog and handler that we who have not
experienced that redity cannot duplicate. |

& Arethese
some well
trained dogs
or what?
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